
Pikesville High School Summer Reading 2014-2015 

To foster community spirit and to create opportunities for student interactions 
throughout the school, Pikesville High students will be reading one book in 
addition to the required texts throughout the school year. Assessment will occur 
at different points throughout the year, but students are encouraged to get 
ahead by reading the book before the start of the school year. 

Grades 9-10 (All Levels) 

Book title: Comedy of Errors, or Two Gentlemen of Verona, by William 
Shakespeare Synopsis: These plays are lighthearted farces, dealing with mistaken 
identities and romantic triangles. 

Why this book? Students in grade 9 and 10 read two Shakespearean tragedies, 
but students rarely get an opportunity to read the comedies after middle school. 
Both plays are available on the Internet in the original and easy-to-follow 
translations. Full-length audio versions and fully staged productions are also 
available online. 

What to expect during the school year? Teachers introducing Shakespeare will 
reference these plays. Also, students will have the opportunity to write about 
these plays as part of their responses to an SAT essay. Students writing an 
argument essay have an advantage when they write about unusual and 
uncommon works of literature such as these two plays. 

Grades 11-12 (All Levels) 

Book title: Twelve Years a Slave, by Solomon Northrup 

Synopsis: This slave narrative tells the story of a free man living in New York who 
mistakenly gets assumed into the world of slavery. As a slave, Northrup tells the 
harrowing story of life on a plantation as he struggles to regain his legal right to 
freedom. 

Why this book? The book addresses many issues relevant to students and their 
academic studies: 

A. What was the reality of slavery for those who lived it?  

B. To what extent did race supersede legal rights in the slavery south?  

What to expect during the school year? Students in grade 11 English classes will 



be reading The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, another slave 
narrative. Grade 12 students have the opportunity to use Northrop’s life story as 
outstanding examples for argument essays. Both groups will have the 
opportunity to discuss the novel in conjunction with their U.S. History classes, 
and social studies electives in African-American History. 

What should students do this summer? The narrative is available for free online. 
The Academy Award winning film is a violent, rated R retelling of the narrative 
and is, therefore, not appropriate as a substitute for reading the narrative. 

If you have any additional questions, please email Mr. Heinlein, 
kheinlein@bcps.org.  
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